Nothing Compares to Being There

“When suddenly you seem
to lose all you thought you
had gained, do not despair.
You must expect setbacks
and regressions. Don’t say

to start all over again.’ This
is not true. What you have
gained you have gained...
When you return to the
road, you return to the
place where you left it, not
to where you started.”

We are together in person and in communion with Christ

~The Inner Voice of Love,
Henri Nouwen

he pandemic stopped us

all in our tracks, made us
re-evaluate our priorities, and
urged us to confront what we
took for granted in our daily lives.
Yet, as Nouwen showcases, as our
lives begin to pick up again, we
are not to despair in the time lost,
but instead, to take comfort in
recognizing what we’ve already
accomplished through God’s
grace during the past months as a
parish family and where the Lord
is leading us now.

All of us know instinctively that
nothing compares to in-person
engagement. Whether it’s being
at a friend’s wedding, sitting
down to have a heart-to-heart
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conversation, comforting family
members while they are grieving,
or watching as your baby takes
their first steps, we all know that
being physically present makes
all the difference. The same logic
applies to our life as Catholics.
Especially when it comes to
Mass. Truly, nothing compares
to being there.

In a recent letter to the faithful of
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
Archbishop Nelson Pérez put it
this way, “The words spoken at
the Consecration of the Mass res-
onate deeply in our souls. ‘This
is my Body which will be given
up for you. This is the chalice of
my Blood...which will be poured
out for you.” At every Mass, we
bear witness to Christ’s sacrifice

on the cross and resur-
rection from the dead.
Through the gift of the
Eucharist, which the
Lord instituted at the
Last Supper, we receive
His pure and boundless
love over and over again.
As Catholics, we believe
that the Eucharist is
the Body and Blood of
Christ. Such a precious
gift deserves our reflec-
tion and appreciation.
It’s not something we
can experience virtually.
Christ’s presence in the Eucharist
is real and our personal presence
is required to receive it.”

(continues on page 7)
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25" Anniversary Capital Campaign for Saint Elizabeth
Church is SO CLOSE TO THE GOAL!
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C ertainly, 2021
has brought f‘
many challenges, gg
yet many bless- :
ings to all of us.
For our parish,
some of those blessings have
come in the form of good works
by good people, who have offered
their time, talent and treasure

to our Anniversary Capital Cam-
paign. Since the time of the last
newsletter, the 40-member volun-
teer campaign team has collab-
orated to share the details and
significance of the campaign with
fellow parishioners.

While maintaining the best
practices of philanthropy and
stewardship, the team responded
to the impact of the pandemic
by making dramatic changes to
the traditional campaign events
which were initially envisioned.
With social gatherings restricted,
they designed and hosted more
than 20 virtual “Zoom” recep-
tions for hundreds of parishion-
ers in lieu of in-person events. In
each reception, volunteers spoke
warmly and personally about
their commitment to their faith
and the impact that meaningful
participation in Saint Elizabeth
Church has had upon them

and their families. Parishioners
responded in kind, taking time
to share more about themselves
and getting better acquainted
with others.

Father Mullin, whose recorded
video presentation was shared at
each reception, has received nu-
merous complements and won-
derful stories from parishioners
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who joined in the receptions.
Their gift of time, together with
the efforts of the volunteer team,
has already led to an overwhelm-
ing response to the campaign!

In fact, the Moving Forward in
Faith - Extending God’s Light
campaign has raised close to $4.3
million — that is 86% of our overall
goal of raising $5 million as we look
forward to the celebration of the
parish’s 25" anniversary in 2025!

Last spring, all registered parish-
ioners received a letter from Fr.
Mullin inviting and encouraging
their participation in the anni-
versary campaign. The mailing
included an informational bro-
chure and a pledge form to be
completed as they prayerfully
discerned their level of financial
commitment to the campaign.
Since the inauguration of the
campaign late last year, many par-
ish families have responded with
great generosity. Gifts at every
level have been gratefully re-
ceived and continue to come into
the parish office. Some are mak-
ing pledges to be fulfilled over 3-5
years, since the campaign pledge
period continues into 2025.
Other parishioners are making
one-time gifts, often indicating
that they may add to their initial
gift in the coming years. What-
ever way parishioners choose to
participate, we are very grateful
to all who make a commitment to
the anniversary campaign.

This fall, the campaign team is
planning to host several in-per-
son receptions in the parish
social hall for parishioners who

have not yet had an opportuni-

ty to learn about the campaign
while they socialize with fellow
parishioners. Specific arrange-
ments for these receptions will be
communicated on the parish web
site and social media pages.

If you have not yet participated in
the Anniversary Campaign, you
can truly make a difference and
help Saint Elizabeth Church reach
and cross our $5 million goal!

Gifts at any level may be made

in honor or in memory of loved
ones. You may also be eligible for
a matching gift from your em-
ployer for the Parish Education
Fund, which is being supported by
the campaign. In addition to cash,
gifts may also be made via stock or
other appreciated assets; a num-
ber of our donors have chosen this
option. To do so, please contact
Sam Venuti at 610-321-1200 or
svenuti@stelizabethparish.org.

If you have any questions about
the anniversary campaign, please
call the ministry center to speak
with Fr. Mullin or with one of the
campaign volunteers. Continue
to watch the bulletin or check the
website for the latest details.

Most importantly: pray each day
for the success of the campaign
for Saint Elizabeth. May all of

us continue Moving Forward in
Faith and Extending God’s Light
in the years to come!

~ Kathy Caliendo/Fr. Tom Mullin



Family Spirits: Meet the Stauffer Family

he Stauffer Family have

become synonymous with
stewardship service since they
moved to Chester County and
joined Saint Elizabeth Parish in
August 2000!

David and Laurie both grew up in
York, PA, and attended the same
high school, but did not meet at
that time since they were four
years apart in their schooling.
They were introduced by their
mothers, who were co-workers. At
the time, Dave worked in Manhat-
tan and Laurie still lived at home.
After a long-distance courtship,
they were married on July 31, 1993
at Saint Joseph Church in York.

Dave, a chemist, currently works
for a pharmaceutical company.
Before becoming a stay-at-home
mom, Laurie was a Spanish trans-
lator. She currently works part-
time in a doctor’s office.

Both Dave and Laurie have been
very active parishioners over
their years at Saint Elizabeth.
Dave has served on the Stepping
Forward Together capital cam-
paign team, was involved with
Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP)
and the Men’s Spirituality Ministry.

Laurie is currently a vocalist for
the Guitar Group and partici-
pates in the Crafting Hands Min-
istry. She also participated in the
CRHP program.

The Stauffers are blessed with
four active children, who all at-
tended Regina Luminis Academy.
Andrew, 25, also attended Devon
Preparatory School and graduat-

ed from Christendom | '
College in 2019, where \ ,
he studied Philosophy [
and Theology. He is a

vocalist and has offered |
stewardship service as

an altar server and in
the TAPistry choir.

Their daughter, Elena,
23, 1is a licensed mas-
sage therapist and has
an interest in martial
arts. She previously
served as an Elemen-
tary Faith Formation
catechist, a lector, and
a vocalist.

Son Peter, 18, also has an interest
in music and martial arts. He is
a singer and pianist, and has also
served with TAPistry. (See our
special sidebar about what’s next
for Peter!)

Youngest son Thomas, 15, cur-
rently attends Downingtown East
High School. He is a singer and
guitarist, and also enjoys martial
arts. He currently is a member of
the High School Youth Group.

“The most fulfilling groups I
have been a part of are the CRHP
Men’s Renewal team and the
ongoing Men’s Spirituality Minis-
try,” Dave said.

Laurie also has had a positive
experience with several of our
parish ministries: “First is the
Guitar Group. I've always loved
to sing, and I joined the group in
December, 2000. Over the years,
our group has become like a fami-
ly. Being together lifts my spirits

The Stauffer Family at
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary

every time! I find that singing is
truly a prayerful experience and
as a cantor, I find fulfillment in
leading the congregation in wor-
ship,” she said.

“Second is my experience in
both attending and presenting

at the CRHP retreat weekend. I
learned a lot about myself during
the weekends and during my
discipleship experience in prepa-
ration to present the retreat to
others. These women are among
my most beloved friends, and we
have continued to gather over
the past four years to share faith,
friendship and fun!” Laurie added.

We are inspired by the Stauffer fam-
ily for their great examples of stew-
ardship to the parish and thank

them for their devoted service!

~ Sara Richardson
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Uber Eats for Catholics: Saint Elizabeth Delivers
Holy Communion around Town

arly in the pandemic before

lockdowns were mandatory
for all, my friend’s son was a driv-
er for Uber Eats. He was remark-
ably busy, as so many folks were
stuck at home and desperate for
a break from the same-old meals
prepared by Chef Mom at Chez
Abode. In fact, food delivery com-
panies, including DoorDash and
GrubHub, did record-breaking
business during the pandemic as
millions of homebound Ameri-
cans turned to their smart-
phone apps to order food
from favorite restaurants. It
was dinner-on-demand.

What about Uber Com-
munion?!?! Long before
COVID-19, members of the
Home and Hospital Team

at Saint Elizabeth, under

the coordination of Deacon
Barry Midwood, have been
providing a different kind

of nourishment, the Holy
Eucharist, to our homebound
parishioners and to parishioners
who are unable to get to church
in person during recuperation
from an illness.

Our parish is situated in an area
that is booming with senior
adults, many of whom struggle to
get to Mass, even post-pandemic.
Across Chester County, nearly
20% of the population is age 60 or
older, and is the fastest growing
demographic, ballooning 37% just
since 2010. Likewise, senior com-
munities are sprouting up seem-
ingly everywhere, including not
only older facilities like Hankin
House and Potter House in
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Eagleview, but also newer facili-
ties like Eagleview Landing.

“We have many Catholic resi-
dents, and some that are mem-
bers of Saint Elizabeth Parish, so
I spoke to Deacon Barry about a
way to bring Holy Communion
to them,” explained Brent Wat-
kins, Eagleview Landing’s Active
Living Program Director. “We
started in May 2021, as soon as
the pandemic eased.

Father Kevin celebrates Mass
for Eagleview Landing residents

One of the Eagleview Landing
residents added “I am so thank-
ful for weekly Holy Communion
and I encourage other residents
to attend the prayer service be-
cause I don’t want them to dis-
continue providing the service.
I chat with the deacon and he is
always so friendly and kind.”

Saint Elizabeth volunteers pro-
vide Holy Communion to Eagle-
view Landing residents every
Wednesday at 9:30 AM and Father
Kevin typically celebrates Mass
there once a month. “They spend
time with our residents and have
inspired them to continue faith
sharing - one resident now leads

scripture readings every Sunday
morning and hosts rosary prayer
services on Mondays,” explained
Watkins.

“Maintaining that personal con-
nection to their parish and their
faith life is so important,” Wat-
kins added. “It’s a true blessing,
since most of our residents are
not able to drive or get to church
on their own. The Church comes
to them now. We all deeply appre-
ciate Saint Elizabeth - especially
after a year like 2020.”

A weekly prayer service with
Holy Communion and a monthly
Mass continue at Hankin House
on Wednesdays, too. Long-time
Hankin House residents Mary
Grace and Frank Esposito have
been members of Saint Elizabeth
Parish for 12 years. “My wife and
I receive Holy Communion every
Wednesday,” said Frank. “We

also attend the monthly Masses
along with about 15 to 20 other
residents and enjoy the sense of
community with other like-mind-
ed Catholics.”

Mary Grace, 89, added, “I love
being a Catholic and it makes me
happy to still participate in faith
life. I'm also a prayer warrior so
receiving Holy Communion nour-
ishes me with what I need to keep
soldiering on!”

Wow, thank you, Mary Grace -
that’s not just Uber Communion.

That’s Uber Awesome.

~ Lisa Barbadora



School Spirits: Parish School Launches
Two New Organizations

uring the 2021-2022 acade-

mic year, Saint Elizabeth
Parish School is introducing two
important initiatives designed to
support and strengthen its educa-
tional mission and community life.

A Board of Limited Jurisdiction
(BL]) was inaugurated in early
August. The Board’s primary goal
is to promote and advance the
mission of the parish school with
regard to the education and the
faith development of its students.
In collaboration with Father
Mullin and Dr. Diane Greco, the
parish school principal, the BL]J
will work to ensure that the par-
ish school fulfills its purpose of
assisting all students to reach the
fullness of Christian life, as well
as ensuring the health of school
finances to secure the appropriate
course of education prescribed by
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
and the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. Appointed members of
the board include school parents
as well as professionals with
relevant expertise who will
provide policy direction to the
school in areas of advancement,
financial planning, strategic plan-
ning, administrative and person-
nel decisions.

“In the past, our parish school
had an advisory council which
acted as an idea generator,”
explained Dr. Greco. “The new
BLJ will broaden this scope as
we bring together professionals
in education, finance and cor-
porate leadership who will take
ideas and execute solid policies to
maintain and support the direc-
tion of the school.”

SAINT ELIZABETH
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
AND PARISH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Home and School Association
(HSA) aims to build a strong, co-
hesive educational community by
facilitating communication and
collaboration between parents
and the parish school faculty and
staff. This newly formed group
will work to increase the active
involvement of parents in the life
of the school community, while
supporting the long-term viabili-
ty and growth of the school.

“The HSA will provide school
parents with more of a voice and
broader involvement and partici-
pation in our school community,”
commented Dr. Greco. “We will
concentrate on getting as many
families involved as possible,
focusing on the social aspects of
school life. Our leadership team
will create opportunities for so-
cial interaction and community
building among parents, stu-
dents and school staff.” Dr. Greco
added that the association is not
a fund-raising organization; its
mission is directed at fostering
community and creating aware-

ness and appreciation for the
value of Catholic school educa-
tion among parish school fami-
lies and within the parish com-
munity as a whole.

Both organizations meet regular-
ly during the current school year
and are now planning several spe-
cial events for parish school fam-
ilies and for parishioners at large
in support of the parish school.

With hopeful expectation, Dr.
Greco concluded: “We look
forward to building the school
community, connecting with more
families and providing support
and strength to our school through
these new exciting initiatives.”

~Julie Krumenacker
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Bringing the Love of Christ to the People

or Saint Elizabeth parishioner
FTim Murphy, the road to the
Permanent Diaconate has been a
journey of patient persistence in
several ways. Ordained at the Ca-
thedral Basilica in Philadelphia
on June 12, and now assigned
by Archbishop Pérez to serve at
Saint Thomas More Church in
South Coventry, Tim is at peace
and filled with hope about this
new phase of his life.

Tim first pursued his calling to
serve Christ back in 2000, but the
idea had been on his mind and
in his heart for a long time. “Back
then, it was naively all about me
and what I was going to do for
God and the Church” says Tim.
He was living in New Jersey at the
time and his initial acceptance
into the diaconate formation pro-
gram was deferred. While great-
ly disappointed and struggling
with the truth about his call to
the diaconate, some life changes
occurred, and God’s grace and
providence brought him, his
wife Corinne, and their youngest
daughter Grace, to Pennsylvania.
“It was like an Exodus time in
our lives: a time in the desert,”
reflected Tim.

Still, God persisted in his call and
cleared the roadblocks that pre-
viously held Tim back so that he
could start the process again- six
years later - in Philadelphia. More
importantly, Tim’s approach to
the diaconate formation com-
pletely changed the second time
around. “I was more focused on
God’s call, more relaxed, and
took one little step at a time,”
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he said. “As a result, the entire
process changed me, deepened
my marriage, and did all sorts
of great things for my outlook
on life.” Conflicts along the way,
juggling family obligations and
work, and a heavy study schedule
can be taxing. “But in the midst
of all the chaos, there is also a
sense of peace,” he said. That’s
how Tim knew that he was still
on the right path.

As he neared the end of the sev-
en-year formation journey, Tim
followed Father Mullin’s advice
and explored the surrounding
parishes to observe how other
pastors and parishes operate. In
that quest, Tim coincidentally
connected with Father Lawrence
Kozak, the pastor at St. Thomas
More Church, and Tim’s ecclesi-
ology instructor at Saint Charles
Seminary. Last fall Tim began
assisting at weekend Masses there
and is thrilled that the archbishop
assigned him to St. Thomas More
after his diaconate ordination.

“One thing I've figured out along
the way is that God wants our
hearts and our minds, our whole-
selves,” Tim said. It is one of the
reasons he could not ignore God’s
call. “I believe people are seek-
ing the truth of Christ, and they
know it when they hear it. I hope
and pray that I can be a good dea-
con and bring the love of Christ
to the people.”

~Amy Giampietro

Deacon Tim Murphy
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Nothing Compares
to Being There

(cont’d from cover)

Live-streamed Masses, committee
and faith formation Zoom ses-
sions and conference calls have
allowed us to retain some sense
of connection in isolating times,
but it is time to “return to the
road.” Our participation in the
Sacraments, together with the
faith community at Saint Eliza-
beth Church, acts as a compass;
the Holy Eucharist, being in a
deeply personal communion
with Jesus Christ, is our true
North. Active participation in the
liturgy is such a privilege. To be
able to raise our voices in answer-
ing Fr. Kevin’s greeting that “God
is good all the time...and all the
time, God is good,” takes on an
enlivened spirit when done as
one voice with our brothers and
sisters in Christ.

Fr. Chamber’s reflections on the
scripture readings at the begin-
ning of Mass become a personal
invitation to receive the Word

of God more deeply. Fr. Mullin’s
reaching the people at eye-level
as he shares his homily resonates
more deeply, more intimately,
when done in the light streaming
through the stained glass win-
dows as opposed to the pixelat-
ed reflections on our computer
screens. And our collective rec-
itation of the Parish Stewardship
Prayer acts as an encouraging
reminder and renewed commit-
ment that our works of steward-
ship service accomplish great
things in Jesus’s name.

As we get back on the road, we
take courage in knowing the
progress that’s been made, our

Peter Stauffer Begins Formation at
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary

(cont’d from page 3)

eter Stauffer, a 2021 graduate of

Downingtown East High School,
started his journey of priestly formation
at Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary in
Philadelphia on August 19.

Peter first felt the potential calling to
the priesthood when he was 10 years old.

“I was on a pilgrimage to Fatima with
the Archdiocesan Boy Choir of Phila-
delphia when our chaplain, Father
Stephen DeLacy, asked some of us if we
would feel open or even called to the
priesthood,” he explained. “I expressed
an openness and even potenial call to
the priesthood that day. Since then, I
have felt the call off and on, year after
year. It was just in the past year that I
took real action by applying for admis-
sion to the seminary, and praise God for
my acceptance!”

Peter’s main consultant was Father
DelLacy, as he guided him through
discernment last year. “Through him,
everything seemed like a green light to
enter the seminary, and that is where I
am right now.”

He said some of the best advice Father
DeLacy gave him was when he ex-
plained to him that just as marriage is

a vocational call, so the priesthood is
very much a call to self-sacrifice for the

abilities to pick up where we left
off, and how we can do so much
more when we are together in
person and in communion with
Christ through the Sacraments
we celebrate together.

~Lindsey Ranstrom

Church. “He showed me how the sem-
inary is a place to seriously discern the
priesthood, which has definitely made
my decision much clearer, and I feel
confident with this path,” Peter stated.

Peter is looking forward to growing

as a man at the seminary. “I am really
looking forward to letting God make me
humbler, more caring, stronger, smarter,
deeper in love, and bolder in proclaim-
ing the Gospel. I don’t know yet all that
God has planned for me at the seminary,
but I couldn’t be more excited to find
out,” he said.

His parents are very excited as Peter
starts his journey. “We’ve encouraged
all of our children to be open to the
priesthood or religious life since they
were young. We understand that his
time at the seminary will be a time of
discernment, listening for God to direct
his path. It’s gratifying to know that
Peter wants to serve God in some way
and is continuing to mature in his faith.
We are also very appreciative of all the
well wishes and prayers from our parish
family,” the Stauffers said.

Peter, be assured of the prayers of the Saint
Elizabeth community as you start at Saint

Charles! God bless you on your journey!

~ Sara Richardson
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Dates of Interest

Labor Day Holiday
Monday, September 6
Mass at 9:00 AM

Saint Elizabeth Parish School
Opening Day for Grades 1-8
Tuesday, September 7

Elementary Faith Formation, K-7
Opening Prayer Services
M-T-W, September 13-14-15

Pre-Cana Program
Friday-Saturday, September 17-18

Blessing of Catechetical Ministers
Weekend Masses, September 18-19
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25th Anniversary

Capital Campaign
Wine & Cheese Reception,

Friday, September 24, 7:00 PM
Family Friendly Brunch,
Sunday, September 26, 12:30 PM
Zoom Reception,
Wednesday, September 29, 7:00 PM

Forum for Parents of First Pen-
ance & First Eucharist Candidates
Saturday, October 23, 8:30 AM

Parish School Fall Festival
Sunday, October 24, 12:30 PM

All Saints Day Mass
Monday, November 1, 7:30 AM

All Souls Memorial Mass
Tuesday, November 2, 7:00 PM

Forty Hours Devotions
Sunday-Tuesday, November 7-8-9,
Evening Prayer & Benediction,
7:00 PM

Forum for Confirmation
Candidates & Parents
Saturday, November 13, 6:30 PM

Knights of Columbus Blood Drive
Saturday, November 20,
8:00 AM-1:00 PM

Thanksgiving Day Mass
Thursday, November 25, 9:00 AM
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